CORDIALL 


FOR CHRISTIANS 


INTHE FIME 
OF AFFLICTION. 


O R>, 
ASERMON PREFACHED 
At Kethering Lefure by Maſter 


RosBtrr BoLrro n,Bache- 


lour of Divinity, and ſometimes 


Fellow ot Braſen- noſe Colledge 
in Oxford. 


Printed by Gzoncs Mr "ek x ® dwelling 
inthe Blacke-Fryers, M DCXL, 


To the Reader. 


o% >3 S nothing in the wor'd makes 
S-7\ 4 man [0 3 iruely noble as 

5 Religion; So nothing torhe 
AJ world makes a min more 
DR Sh ablero 0 "poſition and 4! diſ- b __ 28. 220 

P prate, And out etry God want! - 18 
that governes inwiſdom?,an1 ever hath an © e- : \ perer £ 
ſpecial care of bis p-0ple, ſuffers that ſo to be 

for ſome ſuch ends as theſe, 1 That the 

d oraces of Gods Children may ſhine, the ruſ} 

being ſcoured off. 2 Totthar incenſe offrings co dr 
in their ſeveral duties being broken and beaten 

" *maay ſmell the more, 3 That their obedience _ 
may be diſcerned by the arblind worldnotto be © 
mercinary, but ſrom ſome inward principle un- 

knowne co nature, &c. Now for the poore, td 

perſecuted Saints to follow this way of Gods 7 « Cor. 4.1: 

pro vidence * kindly to obey with a willing yeel- 
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'To the Reader, 
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ding cheerefu Ineſse chat God may praiſe rchee,for 


it is a bird w.rke : Nay though is be in 
ſuch nece/[ar) | articulars as* plowing renting 
or" prickir'g of the heart,' Plucking out the 
righrteyc, cutting oft he right arme, &c. 
Or roſe ſever. ll perſecutions, rbat thoſe rhat 
W!., Irye govly mu? ſuffer and ought * willing= 
ly ro yeeld unio them, being che LORDS 
medicine for them,ana tas the LO*D ſees in 
his wiſdome th:ſetryals ' profitable,and Wings 
his [ervons; wah Eagles wings ro mount up- 
ward,h.t the (Irengtb of all the y oppofitions 
doth not make them ® faint, much leſie deſtroy 
them, bur. rhoſe very ® tryalls. are made 
more precious tothem then gold, and ® they 
bleſſed m ſuft. ring of them Ter the gye of 
Faithis /o dimmed, aud che Fathers face un- 
der the Cloud of atflitions /o obſcured 
ſometimes, that the pore Chriſtian, having 
ſmall ſtrength is enclnavle to famting , n t 
once confidering whatſoever is in GOD 


. or comes from GOD, is for th-ir comfort, 


and that he uſeth wicked men for his owne 
Furnetbat though they deale as lolephs bre- 
theren did wh him, ſell him to be a flave,. 


(thereby 


To theR cader. 


(thereby ſatisfying blind reaſon, that Iookes 
no further then naturall cauſes to effett 
their ends) to deſtroy the dreamer; yet ſee. 
they ſerve net themſelves, bue GODS 
Prorvidence to effett his decree for the rat 
fing of loſeph ro honour. Or though they 
be as ſhwpe and cutting as the commiſſion 
to che King of Aſlyria, they are but 
our Fathers rod in bus owne hand, uſed 
1 for our refining and good as neede re 
quires and not otherwiſe, although with 
Aſhur all oppofing Perſecutours thinke not 
ſo, but imagine to deſtroy and cutoff not a 

few, Nay yet further the Divell himſelfe_ 
their grand maſter in perſecutring and oppo- 
fing CHR/STS ſervants, all bis belliſh 
opp:firion, and © tempration ſhall be rurned 
unto rhe good of GODS ſ:rrvants, which 
being confiaered one woula thinke it would 
take off ibeir edge and diſanimate their (þi- 
rits, but that their arvelliſh malice again$t 
GOD and gooaneſſe burries the Di- 
yell again; his owne Knowledge. , 
and orverſwayes the Iudgement 'and Rea 
ſon of mens. But pitty and pray for them 
| A? As 
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EE a8: 56 kr. they to be angry _—_—— *Thoy {ce 
onely with a naturall eye: If a man looke.. 
upon GODS wayes onely with the eye of 
Rea/on they are fooliſhneſle ro him, and 
ſure if a man looke upon G O D S Word 
ana Workes through the falſe glaſi: ef world- 
ly wiſedome, he cannot but imagine che thing 
promifed in 8he one and in agitation in the. 
0: her 1m0/{ble jo to beeffefted as promiſed for 

: Kings 2021 Dus Cluldrens good. If a manhadonly ſo looked 

O42 apes the © Sunne ſtanding ſtill in Heze- 

7 Exodus13.21 kiahstime, or upon the * Sea when the, 
bottome bec.:me drie, and the waters ſtood 
as walls on each PF or upon the y Starres 

_ that fought in their courſes againſt Silera: 
Or u; on the *fiery Pillar which was (ent to 
. the fraclices, would they barve thought theſe 
ſbould bee ameanes to preſerve GODS chil- 

: Daniel 3.22, dren and deſtroy rhe Enemics, Little » 414 

23,27- Nebuchadnezar the vaiiart men of bis ar- 
my thinke when they bound the three children 
inthcir clothes _ chem into the hor fiery: 
tornace rhar the ſame fire thus prepared ſhouid 
burne an deſtroy them, and burne only the... 
bonds 80 ſes tree rhe poore perſecubed Saintonot 

once 


Came 


_-_ the Reader. ” 


once ro hurt either bod y or garment,bu# to be, 
a means to bring them to greater bonour among (# 
their Perſecuors, O the infinite wiſedome of 
our good GOD that can put ſuch underſtanding 
znto ſenceleſſe creatures thus to diſtinguiſh be- 
tweene tbe precious andrhe Vile, him that (er- 
verb G O D andbimthat ferverh hins not more 
clearely then the Dirocll and naturall men can 
diſcerne; Now therforeto cleare the Eye of Faith **>-11-31 
| whichonely® diſcernes ſuch things andto helpe., 5 38s 16:23 
theeto get ſupport againſt any ſuch Faintings or 
tbe leaſt grumbling as ſucb a providence, which 
#5 unbeſeeming a Paul (cbough in * Priſon with 
ſore fides)for Religion. | 
1. Se: Prayer a worke,which workes won- 
ders in Heaven and earth,becauſe that ſets GOD 
a worke for us that is the hearer of Prayers and 
tha: be:ps his ſervants out of ſeverall Perſecu- 
tions and Aﬀidtions when they pray by wor- 
king © wonders for them rather then theyſhall c Tobn 6.46 
reſt ſub;jef ro continual preſſures of wicked 
men; 
. 2,Set Faitha make; hard duty I confeſſe, 
it being eafier to obey then beleerve arighr, 
Faith being the * worke of GO D, Obedience 4 Dew. 26 5,7 
Without 


— 


Tothe Reader, 


wirbout Faith being the work of mann, There- 
fore let me intreat of thee to uſe the mzanes 
that GOD affords, either to belpþe thee out or 
comfort thee in affliction, as if shou hadſt no 
promiſe : And yet ſo belee ve and depend u,onthe 
promiſe for thy being helped out or upheld in the 
altlition,as if#hou hadſ} no means at all to 
look after, that GOD may barve all che honour 
from thee, and then certainly He that girves a 
being t0 his promiſes and a bleſſing tothe means 
will proſper thee intheuſe of them: which of 
his Mercy he grant to us all forthe LOR D 
CHRISTS jake AMEN, 


=— 
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Mricau VII. VIII,IX. 


Rejoyce not againFt mee, O mine enemy : when I fall, 
get ſhall Triſe azaine; when I (it in darkeneſſe, the 
Lox » will be alightunto mee, 

1 will beare the indignation of the Lox » + becauſe 
T have ſinned againſt bim, untill Hee plead my 
cauſe, and execute judgement for mee, hee will 


bring mee forth to thelight, and 1 ſhall behold his 
righteouſneſſe, 


©9553 N the former part of this 

BA) Chapter, the Prophet in 
the Perſon of the Church 
complaines of the paucity 
of Go s people, of the 
| 3 fewneſle of thoſethat truly 
RY SSYe>- CA feare Go », Firſt, by way 
of reſemblance, comparing them to--rhe ga- 
| B | therings 


— 


——_ 
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therings of Summer, and the grape-gleanings of 
the Vintage, werſ.1. Secondly plainely, by 
ſaying the good man ig, periſhed out of the 
canh, and there is none upright amongſt men, 
they all lye in wait for blood, they hunt every 
one his Brother with a net,v.2. 

Secondly, he complaines of the plurality of 
the wicked, of the horrible and univerſall cor- 
ruprion of the times. Firſt plainly, That they 
may doe evill with both hands carncftly, the 
Prince asketh, and the Judge asketh for a reward, 
and the great man uttercrh his miſchievous de- 
fire,ſo they wrap it up.v. 3. Secondly, in a bor- 
rowed ſpeech, reſembling che beſt toa bryar,to 
athorny hedge-v.4. | 

In the miſerable eſtate of all things, it isthe 
counſ{cll ofthe Hor y Gnos r nottotiulſt in 
man, or to rely upon the arme of fleſh, v.5,6. 
For the deareſt, necreſt, greateti, &5. will de- 
ceive and faile, and proove as broken ſtaves of 
xeede, Pſal,62.9. The children of men are vanity, 
the chiefe men ave lyars : tolay them upan g hallance, 
they are altogether lighter then vamty. But it is 
the Lok Þ that doth zreat things, and therefore 
in him onely rejoyce, Pfal.126.3. Allo Ter.17.5. 
Curſed be the man that truſteth in man, and maketh 
fleſh bis arme, and withdraweth his heart from the 
Loa Dp. For why, 14.40.15, 17. Behold the 
aations are as adyop of abucket, and are counted as 
#be duſt of the ballance, behold he taketh away the 
Tſles as a Iritle dnſt, V.17. LAU nations before hiw 
are 45 thin? end they axe counted ts hins leſſe then 


nothing 


_—_—_—_ 


in ibe time of Afflbitios, 


nothing, and wanityz Thus doth the Propher 
wiſh man nor totruſtinman, burinthe Lo x ». 
And after this dchortgtion from truſting in man, 
the Prophet in the perſon of the Church, doth 
profciſc that he will look* uno, and rely upon 
the Lox p,v.7. which bleſſed confidence, 
and fafe repoſe upon the all-ſufficient God,doth 
beger this glorious triumph over the inſolency 
and inſulration of their enemies in the time of 
their depreſſion and diſgrace,v.38. And this 
excellent exerciſe of their faith, doth repell 
and conquer very ſore and tharpe temp: ations, 
whichare wontto ſet upon the ſervants of G o » 
in thcir ſufferings under the preſſures and op- 
preſſions of the wicked, the cruel! mockings 
and ſcornefull inſultations of the enemies to 


their goodnefle: Which is bitterer ( ſaith Cal- 


vin ) then the ſuffering it ſelfe z Neg, tantum eſt 
acerbitatis in ipſo malo, quantum in ladibrys im- 

roborum, #bi nobs petulanter inſultant, derident 
fidem noſtram & ingenuis naturis ſemper eft durior 
cortumelia, quamipſamors, 

Immediacly upon the Churches profeſſion 
of herrruſtingthe Lo x Þ ; ſhe bids her enemies 
not rejoyce againſt her,v.8. and backs it with 
mighty aud invincible reaſons, which proves 
they have no reaſon for it. 


When I fall 7 ſhall ariſe:] 


If I were downe without hope or poſſibility 


of recovery it were ſomething on their fide, bur 
B 2 as 


I, 
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ts es res eo m yes<4 


+ © was Milte 
23S Bretrig h M. 
Peacoche and 
many moe ſa 
downe and fo 
dchvered. 


as ſure as my Gov is alſufficient, my head 
Carisr above water, the Angels my 
euard, all the creatures my friends; Sunne, 
Moone and the Stars for me, the prayers of all 
that bleſſed communion of my fellow Saints 
preſſe continually for me unto the throne of 
grace, all the promiſesin Go y s Booke arein 
Cunrisr Yea and Amen,&c. So certainely 
ſhall ] up againe, ſooner or later gloriouſly for 
ever. lob was as deepely ſunck into a comfort- 
lefle pit of outward affliction as ever any was, 
yer the arme of his G o p helpthim ou: againe. 
We know whatendthe Lok v made,lam.5.11. 
David was fearefully plunged into a dungeon of 
extreame horror, Pſal.77. .Yctthe right hand of 
the moſt high changed all this. * And it muſt 
needs be ſo, for the Almighty hand of Go Þ 
is under him, Pſal. 37.24. though hee fall hee ſhall 
xot be caſt of, for the LonD putteth under his 
hand. Now muſt not heneeds up againe whom 
an omniporent hand ſupports and upholds 2? 
W hat man. or divell, or world of creatures can 


 keepe him downe, whom+the Lox » of Hea- 


ven and Earth will raiſe, either let the malice of 


the wicked manacle the Almighty arme of 


G o », which is more then utterly and infinitely 
unpoſhble, or as ſure as that higheſt Majeſty 
is in Heayen, every faithfull ſervantofJz $us 
Cuaxlsr fhallriſe againe out of the moſt deſ- 
perate diſtreſſe, atthe utmoſt, at that great day, 
which will be moſt illuſtrious, when their 
clearing and cxaltation will be in the preſence 


of 


EE 


—————————_ ee 


in thetime ofeAſflidtion, 


of allthe Angellsin Heaven, and all the ſognes 
and daughters of Adam that ever were in the 
face of Heaven and Earth : Is it not therefore 
ſtrange thatany wicked man ſhould inſult at their 
fall, that thus certainly ſhall riſe; but the wic- 
kedthemſelves ſhall ſtagger and fall and riſe no 
more, for they wantthis onely helping hand to 
recoverthem. 


When I ſit indarkeneſſe the LO RD ſhall bee 
alight unto me_, 


Nay inthe meanetime inthedarkeſt midnight 
of diſtreſſe,the Lo x v will bleſſedly ſhine in- 
to my heart withthe beams of his favour,ſence of 
his love & preſence of his Spirit; yea many times 
more gloriouſly, ſpecially and comfortably, 
then in the daycs of my peace, proſperity and 
reſt, For beſides particular promiſes for that 
purpoſe, obſerve, Iſa. 43.2. When then paſſes 
through the waters 1 will be with thee, through the 
floods that they doe not overflow the; when thou 
walkeſft through the very firethou ſhalt nat be burnt, 
neither ſhall the flames kindle upon thee, For Tam 
the LORD, &c. Gops childrenin the time 
of their afflictions and ſufferings are wont to be 
moſt faithfall, for then Faith is ſet a worke one- 
ly to find comfortin Go D. 2.Moſt prayerfull, 
Eſa.26.16,17. LORD i trouble have they vi- 
ſitedthee, they powred out a prayer when thy cha- 
flening was upon them, Like as 4 womanin travaile 
i in ſorrow awdcriethin her paines, ſo have we bens 
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inthy ſhi 0 LORD; though they be prayer- 
full at other rimes, yer this ſcrs an edge and heate 
to their Prayers. 3. Gobps children in time 
of their {uftcrings be moſt humble, &&c. and to 
ſuch as be moſt faithfull, prayerfull and humble 
Go » is wont torevealeaftd communicate him- 
ſelfe with much familiarity and love, no reſtraint, 
nodungeon can hinder the aſcending of our faith- 
full, humble prayers unto G © », nor the influ- 
ence of the love and light of his countenance 
from us; that lightſomeneſſe came from Heaven 
that made Paul and Sylas ling at midnight in the 
inner-priſon, their feer being faſt in the ſtocks. 
And ſodid all thoſe ſweer exaltations of ſpitir 
which poſſeſſed our bleſſed Martyrs in Queene 
Mavies time and all other Saints of Gop ar any 
othertimes, intimes of preſſure and perſecution. 
For at ſuch times the preſence, freedome, and 
comforts of the bleſſed Spirit are wont to in- 
large, refrcſh and crowne their hearts extraor- 
dinarily. 


1 will beare the indignation of the LORD.) 


Thoſe that are enemies to the Church and 

Go Þ s children were they intheſametroubles 
they ſec the Saints of Gop in, would indeed 
yell and howle and roare having no proreRion 
nor antidote againſt the ſting and venome of their 
ſorrowes and ſufferings, andtherefore they con- 
ceive, and thereupon out of their crucll and 
dung-hill diſpoficions inſult, that Chriſtians 
are 


— 


in the time of Affliction, 


are paid home horribly aud plagu'd in ſuch caſes, 
no: knowing poote ſoulcs that the Yaints have a 
ſoveraigne inward vertue, and vigour, I meane, 
patience (ro whichthemſelves are meere ſtran- 
gers) whereby chey iake off rhe edge, and ex- 
tinguiſh the poyſon of all afflitions, whether 
from Gop, manor Satan, which would cate up 
the hearts, and drinkeup the ſpirits, and dou- 
ble the ſting in the wicked, whenſoever they 
arefore vexed; as if Mordecaia better man then 
Haman, doengt crouch to him, it will norone- 
ly vexe his heart, but cauſe him to looſe all that 
\ Abdragr bis honour, How would wicked men 
have taken ir, that ſuch\a dog as Shemes ſhould 
raile upon Pavidbeing a King, and Kings you 
know are impatient at oppolition, yet Davids 
patience takes away the ſting and ſpiricually an- 
ſwers, It may bethe LORD hath ſent him, ob- 
ſerve how grace conquers, and that Faith in 
G,o Þ s children begers not onely peace, bur 
patience, Rom.5.2%. We rejoyce in tribulation, 
knowing that tritulation bringeth forth patience. 


Becanſe I have ſinn:d againſt him.] 


Thewicked intheir ſyffrrings doe looke upon 
the ſmarrand the creatures, asa dog upon the 
Ronethatis rhrowne. Go » s children looke 
upon the offence, their owne deſerts, and the 
firſt moover, Gov himſclfe, who correts inlove 
and for his g00d,which cauſctha vaſt difference 


cither to exaſperate and enrage, or to mollifie 
and; 


— 


A Cordiall for Chri ftians 


———— —— 


and afſwage the anguiſh ofthecroſle, the bitter. 
neſſe of the trouble. Thus did 10b, Toſeph, Da. 
vid, and ſo didallthar truly feare G o v procure 
a greatdeale ofeale andpanritnce to their ſoules, 
It s the LO RD,&c. looking upon their owne 
deſerts, upon Gods kindneſle, and their ingra- 
tirude, &c. give ſome caſe: As cAanritine an 
Empcrour who might have ſaved the lives of 
many of Gods people fromthe ſword of the c- 
nemy, butdid not; atlength an enemy came a- 
eainſt him, andtooke him, and killed his chil- 
dren before him, he having one little one at nurſe 
it was ſent for andalfo ſlaine before his eyes, then 
hecried our being ſechſible of his owne ſins, 7u/# 
are thy jndgements O LORD, So holy Brad- 
ford in Queene Maryes time, cried out to the 
Lo k Þ thathe had deſerved to die, becauſe of 
his fins; butſgith he, Behold Lo x » they pu- 
niſhnot my ſins, but perſecute me becauſe of thy 
Goſpell, and for ſtanding for thy truth : So 
 mightaltche Martyrs have ſaid;fo we may cry out 
we have ſinned,we have bin lukewarme,we have 
had a form of godlines & denied the power ther- 
of. Nay prodigious villanies, we have had ſins 
riſe upin the Goſpel, not beforc heard off, fitter 
for the darknooks of hel,or midnight ofPopery. 
- How may wetherefore cry out, now we all arc 
afflicted, thy judgements O Lo mn » are moſt 
juſt, The conſideration of their deſerts, and 
looking up untothe Lo n Þ cauſed 7b, David 
and Ely to becontented: 


Vatill 


_—_—_— 


in the trme of Affliftion. , 


Vntill hee pleade my tanſe_5,) 


Go v will ccliggly and for ever plead the 
cauſe of his, 7/4.1c.5,6,7. Aſhur was ſentby 
Go » againſt the people of Go », and was as 
therodin Go v s hand to corretthem, bur he 
chovght not ſo, but rhat it was by his owne 
ſtrengrth,/Fc. 2uoties nobss negotium eſt cum 1m- 
. probs, duo ſunt conſiderands. 1. Improbos nobes 
ſine cauſa inferre moleſtiam, & ide juitam 
eſſe canſam noſtram ipſorumreſpein. 2, Nos tamen 
1uſte affligi divinitus; quia ſemper reperiemus 
wult.as cauſas cur Dominrs. nos caſtiget, So may 
many a one tell the Loa », that his finnes are 
grievous towards him, Burt that his perſecutors 
and oppreſlors ayme nor at, bur at his beſt parr, 
the good thar is in him they ſer againſt, And 
therefore defircthe Lox Þ to pleadtheir cauſe, 
But G © Þ will never plead the cauſe - of the 
wicked, but will witneſle againſt them, and ſo 
will all his creatures, and their owne ations help 
to condemne them. h 


CAndexecute Indoement for me. ] 


Though the Church of G o » goe downe 
for a while ; yet art laſt moſt certainely the day 
ſhall be theirs. For this purpoſe G o Þ is wont 
to improove his owne Omnipotency, all the 
hoaſts of Heaven and Earth, the ordinary and 


extraordinary agency of his creatures, the Sun, 
C the 
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7, 


| the Sea, the Stars, Hayleſtones,&c. muſt mi- 


raculouſly ſerve G © Þ s' turne for the execy- 

ting of this judgement for the Church. All the 

miracles of deliverances the red Sca, and 

drowning the Fgyptians, to the ſwallowing up 

of the Spaniards in the Engliſh Seas; andthe 

deliverance from thepowder-plot were imploy- 

cd this way, ſtay onely G © Þ s ſeaſon and his 

owne houre, and you ſhall ſee the ſalvation of 
Gov. As Rechell when it was beſieged, was ſaved 

miraculouſly, and ſhame fell upon the oppoſers. 

So for ushere,we orthe Charchbeyond the Seas 
beenedelivered a yeare or two fince, it had not 

beene ſo well in the laſt of time; for that pur- 

poſe Go » will certainly deliver, this is our 

hope, when Chriſtians are ſtirred up to Prayer,. 
the time is approaching, but howſocyer in the 

beſt oftime it ſhall be granted. 


He ſhall bring me forth to the light. ] 


Afeerthe execution upon the enemies and the 
darkeneſle of diſtreſſe Slips by [the light of 
Go » s countenance, ariſeth upon the Church 
the Sunne of lightſomencſle, joy, and comfort, 
as we ſec in Moſes ſong, Exod. 15. The ſong of 
Deborah, Tudo.s. The feaſting of the Tewes after 
the hanging of Hamon, the joy ofthe Kingdome 


- after 88. Theday ofholy feaſting for our Sal. 


vation _—_ ES A The Lo on hath 
dane great things for us, wherefore we are glad,Pſal, . 
126.3. And when the rod hath _— it 

all 


— 
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in the time of Afflittion, 


ſhall be burned, when the fire hath purified the 
gold, it cnds it ſelfe in finder and aſhes: So 
whenthe wicked have done their worke for the 
good of Chriſtians,they ſhallbe conſumedrhem- 
ſelves, as the powder-Traitors were, for which 
we have a day, asif it were in imitation of De- 
bor s ſong. 


And I ſhall behold his Righteouſaee] 


Inthe mercifull performance of his gratious 
promiſes unto his people, then ſhall the Church 
find and feelethe truthof theſe bleſſed promi- 
ſes,Gen.15-1.8 17.1,ofthe promiſe to Abraham 
and to his Seed. So Exed.s. 3. Joſhir.5, How 
ſweetly might 7oſbna refreſh himſelfe with the 
ſence of Gov s mercy andtruth, in making good 
unto him that promiſe, Toſh. 1. 1 willnever faileL 
thee noy forſakethee. The Tewes with the ſweet- 
neſſe of that, Habak.2.3, Thongh it tarry, wait for 
ir,becauſe it ſhall ſurely come and not ſtay, when they 
returned ſomerrily homewards,P[.126.Queene El;- 

zZabeth of that 1 Sam.2.30. Them that honour me 
I will honour, whenthe great God of armes,with 
his powerfull arme had ſcattered like a heape of 
duſt before the wind that mighty and (as they 
cad it)invincible Spaniſh-flect, 

Now looke backe upon all theſe eight parti- 
cularsand confider the contrary caſe of the wic- 
ked, and then obſervethe infinite vaſt difference 
berweene the groundsand reaſons of comfort in 
all troubles inthe one and = contrary in _ 

2 ner? 
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ther: There are reaſons alſo taken from the tate 
oftheenemies why they ſhould not rejoyce in 
the troubles of the Saints, and why the people of 
Gov ſhould be patient in rheir preſſures and per- 


{ecutions, 


Then ſhe thats my enemy ſhall ſee it.} 


When the Church is delivered then the ene. 
mic muſt downe: when the rod in Gops 
hand hath correed his children, it muſt 'be caſt 
into the fire: When the wicked have refined 
Go» s people, themſelves muſt be caſt into 
Hell : When Gov s children have drunke of the 
top ofthe cup of Gov s wrath, the wicked ſhall 
wring out the very dreggs, and drinke them, Pg. 
75.8. Eſa.10.12. When C4 har bad puniſhed 
Gov s people, and began to burſt with pride, 
then 'G© » ſets npon him and deſtroyes 'him. 
Bur obſerve here the perſecutors ſhall ſee the 
rifing againeand proſperity, which will burſt 
their very hcart with envy and make them gnaſh 
theteeth, asa peece and beginning of that hel- 
liſh gnaſhing of the teeth hereafrer, when rhey 
ſhall ſee thoſe bleſſed ones, whom they have 
ſo hated and perſecuted, fit downe with ©.A bra- 
ham, Tſaack and Tacob, inthe kingdome of Hea- 

-, ven andthemſelyesexcluded. 


And ſhame ſhall cover her} 


- Andatrhis fight ſhe ſhall be horribly ahmed, 
| eſpecially 


Ce er. A, 


in the timt of Af littion. 


—— __ _I$___— 


eſpecially becauſein the time of the Churches 
diſtreſſe, diſgrace, ſhe did peſtilently pleaſeand 
applaud her ſelte with ſuch inſulting words as 
theſe ( where is now the LORD her Go D) 
ſhe is now downe ſhe will neverriſe againe, and 
now ſhe ſees thoſe over whom ſhe 1o inſulted, 
crown'd with deliverance and joy, and her ſelfe 
covered with confuſion and ſhame. 


Aly eyes ſhall behold her.) 


Which equally will rent the hearts of the ene- 
mics with ſelfe-vexing rage, as refreſh the affe- 
ions of Go ps faithfult children. with glorious 
joy, nor becauſe their oppoſites are ruined; fo 
ſuch vile, revengfull ſpite mult lurke in any gra- 
cious heart, but becauſe thereby the glory of 
Go p s mercy andtruthto his,and his juſtice to 
their implacableand incurable'enemies is made 
more illuſtrious and admirable. PA 


Now ſhe ſhall be troden down as themireinthe ſtreets, 


Or as ſtraw u« troden downe for the dunzhill, as 
itis, Eſay.25.10. Afirend for ſuch Divels, as 
had they. might to their malice, they would 
ſwallow up quickly the whole 1/421! of G-6> 
Pſ4.124.3.\':Sirhthe Churchof G o Þ ſees and 
is ſo ſenfible ofthe ſcornefull carriage of her e- 
nemies, and labours ſe induftriouſly to fortific 
horfelfe withreaſons againſt that temprarion'of 
being troubled with 7 the! __ 
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Dot. 


Reaſon 1. 


_ ofherrrouble; I obſerve it is the wot of the 


wicked to rejoyce when they, ſee Go Þ s chil- 
dren downe: Let thistherefore bethe point thar 
firſt naturally doth offer it ſelfe. 

It is the wont of the wicked out of their dunghill, 
dogged, and divelliſh diſpoſitions, proudly to rnfult 
and beare themſelves inſolently againſt the ſervants 
of G 0 D inthetime of their ſufferings. | 

The wickedrejoyce in the diſtretfle and dif. 
grace of Gops children. Proofes for this 
you have, EZek.25.3,6. Becauſe thou haſt cryed 
aha, and rejoyced and clapped thine hand when 
Ifracll went into captivity. Becauſe thou haſt clap- 
pedthine hands, and ſtamped withthe feet, and re- 
joycedin heart withall thy deſpite againſt the land of 
Iracl.crgoEze.26.2.Tyrus ſaid againſt Ieruſalem 
aha ſhe is broken, Ezek.36.2. The Enemy ſaid, Aha, 
the ancient bigh places are ours in poſceſſion,crgo,&c. 
Zepha.2.8. Thave heard the reproach of Moab, and 
the revilings of the children of Ammon, wherby 
they have reproached my people and magnified thew- 
ſelves againſt their boyder, ergo, &7. Pſa. 137.3. 
They that carried us away captive, required of us 4 
ſong, and they that waſted us, required of mus 
mirth,&c. 

Becauſethey be limbs of Saranand he impoy- 
ſons them withall his ill properties, now he in- 
finitely tryumphs and pleaſcth himſelfe in the 
diſgrace of goodneſle, diſtreſſe of the Church, 
ao miſery of every godly man, AﬀetFus ex 0- 
dio' & gaudio mixtws ( ſo: the Greeke word 
frpnifics) | cum odio _impulſi, letemur wel gaude- 


78 145 


in thetime of Afflittion, 


mus in aliernm calamitatibus, eſt aff etus proprius 
Diaboloram ': Propterta ili ipfs qui in aliorum 
calamitatibus letantur ad ipſum Diabolums accedunt, 
Ard they are like him inthis peltilent property, 
as if he had ſpitthem our of his mouth ; when a 


good man is downe they joy,when heflouritheth 
they hate: Now tell me, for you know your 


hearts, have you looked upon theſe, and ſcene 
ſome one diſcover himſelfte ſhamefully,are you 
glad of it ; ſo would no;good heart be (I dare 
ſay) this is a certaine marke thou art a limbe 
of Satan, and this comes from the Divell, to 
ſay, O ſee then what all theſe are, the Divell 
himfelfe would joyne in this (if he were a- 
mongſt'you)-fave this for the language in- hell 
hereafter, begin notnow ſo ſoone, for this flews: 
thou art a member of Satan, and he is the head 
and thou tafteſt of him, elſe no man could re- 
joyceatagood-mans fall; when therefore thou 
ſeeſt- or heteafrer heareſt of any that doe fo ; 
thinke-of this; he is like the Divell, in this 
no childis more like thefather, then hero Satan, 
to r&joyce, to diſgrace G o Þ s children; why 
tell me if Cn'x 1s r ſhould come now {( as 


| itwere happy if he would to end theſe miſerable. 


times) where would he find his children, bur a- 
mongſtgood and religious men, thongh ſome 
be hypocrites, and weare, vizards in their 
facesthart we cannot diſcerne them (whomthe 
Lox» diſcover and unmaske) we hold not 
withthem, nor for them,but forthe trurh, And 
this I am furc amongſt good: men onely G = 
oy Wl 


— 
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will have his ; be carcfull therefore thon oppoſe 
noneof his any more, being the members of 
Cuxrsr, for he istheirnead;but leave thar finto 
| the Divell and his _ IR 
There is an implacable and everlaſting enmi- 
125/86 ry berweene akin of light and ho chil- 
dren of darkneſfle, berweene rhe ſeed of the' wo- 
man and the ſeed of the Serpent, berweene the' 
truly militant and malignant Church: Where- 
upon. it is that this unquenchable hate in the 
hearts of Cunrs mrs enemics, doth not: on- 
ly ſtirrethem up to be notorious inſtruments and 
meanes to affli, vex, and bring Go» s chil- 
dreninto miſery ; but alſo to rejoyce, revile, 
and infylt over them when they are downe, : as 
apPetiraln the Prophets before: quoted for this 
rpoſe. | | 
Reaſon 3. Whenthe beſt men are downe then the wic- 
ked domineereand doe 'what they liſt,; that is, 
keepe their wakes or feaſts. (as they ſay) and as 
they would have it ; whereas onthe other ſide; 
when the Righteous ate in authority and beare 
ſway, they are curbed and hang downe their 
heads, andare kept. under and. reſtrained from 
their rioting and roaring,which makesthem rage 
and gnaſh their teeth, and combine furiouſly 
to be rid of them, and rejoyce heartily when 
they are diſgraced and dejeted. Conſider and 
cxemplifie this in good Miniſters and Magiſtrates 
ag, ys put _— _ a faithfull Mini- 
r preach preciſely againſt ſwearing, ſwagge- 
ring, | Alc-houſe-mectings,  &c..; And if his 
p man 


| 
| 
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man be backt by authority that the word and 
ſword joyne together, then all the riffe-raffe of 
Hell are dejeted, but remoove either of theſe 
then Chriſtians and all good men areſorrowfull, 
and the lewg oneSrcjoyce. 
Satan hereby promotes one of his peſtilent 
plots in confirming them in that dangerous im- 
oſture, and ſelfe-couſonage about the well-be- 
ing of their ſoules, which they moſt willingly 
imbrace, and upon ſuch occaſions build higher 
their groundleſſe caſtle in the ayre, and ſtreng- 
then thoſthopes of Hcaven, which when they 
cometo the touchſtone, will proove but as the 
ſpiders web, (as 76 ſpeakes) yet in the meane 
time they pleaſe themſelves paſſingly, and in- 
ſulc out-ragiouſly, becauſethey moſt falſly ſup- 
poſe that their proſperity and prevailing againſt 
the godly argues that Gov s h--1 is 1n mer- 
cy upon themſelves for their ...,ceciſencſle, 
andin judgement upon the other for their hy- 
rifie, which is the quice contrary way z it 
is Satans cruell cunning to keepe all his in 
as great contentment, jollity and domineering 
as he canpoſſibly, that they may not be trou- 
bled with finne, and fo ſearch their ſpirituall 
eſtates, and find them nought, ec. and at length 
he looſe them, and therefore improoves his - 
cunningeſt skillto fill them with all ſinfull cor- 
. tentment, and with all his bittereſt ma- 
lice to ftirre up all his to oppoſe Chriſti- 
all. - 
To comfort all ſufferers for good cauſes 
D cſpeci- 
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A Cordiall for Chriſtians 


eſpecially ifthus qualified in rheſe fx Particy- 
lars. 

1, Looke to the cauſe and ground of th 
ſufferings, cs all is naught, if.char be norgood, 
1 C0Y.13s | . 

2. Thoumuſt haveacalling to ſuffer and not 
rothruſt thy ſelfe into ir without a calling. 

3. Thoumuſt hayea cleare conſcience Tying 
in no knowne ſinne, or elſe thy ſuffering may 
beas cAnanizs and Saphira,juſt upontheefor thy 
hypocriſte, : 

4. Thou muſt have an upright heart in it. 

5. Thou maiſt not aimeat by ends to pleafe thy 


_ kelfe. 


6. Thou muſt waite for Go » s time of de- 
liverance, he that believes makes not haſte ro 
getout by illmeanes; if thou be thus qualified 
mrthy ſufferings the 37.?/al.will afford _ of 
precious comfort for thee, and terrible judge- 
_— againſtrhy Perſecutours. Alfo obſerve 
theſe. 

I. Theſe perſecuting Bekals ſhall (will they 
ornill they) glorifte G o » either in their con- 
verſion, or confuſion, And the day is com- 
ming inthe meane timeto cleare thy innocency 
and to diſcover their malice: The Divell and 
thine enemies be chained, they can goe no fur- 
therthenthey haveleavefromGov. Gov is 
about ſome extraordinary work, that he is thus 
firting thee forit. 

2, If Gon turnethem not on our parts there 
is moſt cauſe we ſhould pitry them, and not envy 

at 


— 


- 
- 
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at their eſtate: Who would have cnvied at Pha- 
roah, when he was perſccuting the 1/raclites, 
and preſently after himſelfe andall with him caſt 
away:What became ofhim2and what befals one 
may befall all. | 
- 3- Ifrhoudefireſt revenge on any in the grea- 
teſt manner, it is to have chem thrive in ill, 
and cſpecially in perſecuting the good, Ezek. 
13.18.&Cc. | 

4. When the wicked inſult the whole 
Church js ſtirred up againſt them, Ila. 3. 
I 3,16, 

7: Theſe inſulting Encmics are bur as the 
Wine-preſſcs ro wring out the {weer juyce of 
Patience and Praycrour of Chriſtians, they are 
bur as the Shepheards dogg to keep the ſheep 
out of the ſeveralls, and from unwholſome pla- 
ces ; and therfore know the time ſhall come 
that you ſhall blefſe Go » for them, and con- 
feſſe that youcould not have bin wichour your 
ſufferings under them. 

6. The very Perſons of the ſufferers them- 
ſelves do reach much ſweetnefle and comfort 
toothers by their gratiouscarriage,and alſo from 
the natureof afflitionir ſelfe. 

1. Thegenerall end of all afflition is to make 
grace ſhine, or purifie the ſoule. 

2. Gop will glorific himſelfe in the 
preſervation of his, asof the three Children, 
Dasn.3. 

3- AMiations will quicken and heatthe heart; 


wheras many Chriſtians are cold,gc. 
| | D 2 4.That 
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| Reaſon 2. 


4 That it may appeare, as unto Teb, that 
Chriſtians ſerve not Gov mercenarily. 
5. Thatthey may not be overvalued by others, 


ſomeoppoſe them and get abllity for a time to 


prevalle. 

6.That weak Chiiſtians might not be dejeaed 
when they arc troubled. 
| 7. That it may appeare felicity refts not in 
thcſe outward things, which Salomes calls wani- 
ty,cmpty clouds, nay vexation of ſpirit, bringing 
torment unexpected, 

$. Thartthe vertues of Chriſtians may be de- 
lighted tn, and ſhine aboundantly in thee. Thus 
every. way agood ſufferer receive comfort 
inthe depth ofhis miſery,and ſupport his heart 
againſt all dejeRions and diſcouragements. 


When T fall 1 ſhall ariſe.) 


From this firſt reaſon, which is uſed by the 
Churchro diſlwade wicked menfrom rejoycing 
at herfall, I obſerve, 

The deareſt ſervants of G O Þ may fallintathe_; 
deepeit dbftreſſe. 

Becauſc one fin will keepethem downe, mnch 
more all their ſinnes being. ſo grievous to them, 
For when ſin\tirsand looks griſly in their conſci- 
ence, it terrifies them ; when as on the other 
Gde,wicked men care for none; no marvell than 
if they fleare inthe face, whena godly man looks 
heavily. 

'Saranthe ſtrong man procures all joy to the 

; bad, 
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bad; burnor a Divell in Hell, but would do a 
Chriſtian miſchicfe, and the Lo z v ſome- 
times to puniſh ſome of his tas ſuffers Satan to 
aſflia var | IP . 

All worldlings are kind one to another, but of x 
a world of eels not oncofthem is kind a 
to a Chriſtian, but would do him adiſpleaſure if 
he could, 


Go Þ deales with his children as with the Reaſav 4. 


blind man,that had nor that puniſhment for the 
{in of his Parents or himſclte, but that G o Þ 
may have glory. 
2. For Chriſtians tryall, as 7-6. 
3- Sometimein Judgement to harden the wic- 
ked, whom they could not win by their good- 
ncſſe, they muſt now be hardened by thcir 
puniſhment. 
He that refraines from evill makes himſclfe a Reaſor 5. 
rey to wicked men,Satan and his cunningworld- | 
ings, when he that refraines not is contrary. _ - 
Many afflitions are proper to. G © Þ s chil- pogfou 6. 
dren, as temptations, doubting of Salvation, 
&c. Nay ſometimes hideous ſuggeſtions, as - = 
wereto Cnn1sr, that no Chriſtianisinthat 
height,forthe Son of Go» to be tempted to * 
throw himſelfe from the pinacle of the Temple : 
Nay he that thought ic not robbery ro be «< qual 
with Go ov, to bc empred' toworſhip the Divell,was 
more then ever any Chriſtian had. 


Becauſe iris ca)l'd a vale of teares to Chriſtians, Reaſon 7. 


| though ir be a fooles Paradiſe to wicked men, 
for they have as much plcaſure, profit and ho- 
D 3 nour 
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'nour 2s. they can get: As Phariab in Agyor, 


when the &,gypizavs were, there the Jewes were 
byr flaves unto them, and this repreſented 
the naturall eſtare of man. 

2. Thebringing out of! Agypt was followed 
with a long being inthe Wildeincfſe, which fig- 
nifics their gracious ſtate; in which they had 
many troubles and wants, and after many tcr- 
Tours Came tO Canaen a type of Heaven : So 
till they were there the beſt was a wildernes 
or vale of teares, becaule of their ſeverall rrou- 
bles. 

To Comfort thoſe that be full of troubles; 
when they ſee one affliction upon the neck of 
another, to conclude, they, be ſons, not ba- 
ſtards, pure gold,not rubbiſh. 

Let all Chriſtians prepare for new ſuffringe; 
for till death fer us free, we are not to look 
to be free from troubles, and never more need 
to be prepared than now, when nor only the 
Church beyond the Seas, but many good 
men be in great troubles, obſerve therfore 
theſe helps to take away the ſting. 

1. Ger Patience ,the naturall weapon to help 
againſt all rroubles, whither of Go p, Sa- 
tan, or men. Job by Patience bore all his trou- 
bles, the tithe of which troubles would have 
made a carnall man hang himſclfe, as 4- 
»1an had no comfort in wife or children, or 
outward honour, becauſe he could not with 
Patience look upon cAlordecas whoa lirtle croſe 
ſed him. A ſmall crofle will robbe a man 

that. 
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ourward things z tet thesfore all Chriflians 
labour for Pariexce, and exerciſe it as Faith, 
or love, or any other grace, for I know tor 
whither Chrittians ſo much ſcandalize Reli- 
gion by any thing, as by knpaticnce, when 
there is any oppoſition, cfpecially for mem & 
tum, | 

Get your: hearts to Heaven, for carthly min- 
dednefle undoes all. 

2. Get ſpiritnall Toy, which makes us ſtand 
as firme as mor Sion, it will heat the heart 
and give us right:oother delights: As the heat 
of the garment comes from the heart, for the 
heart heats the body, the body the» cloathes 
and a little reflects again, ſo all comforts we 
have come from ſþiritnall roy: for carnall joy 
alway makes the heart melancholy after , 
Whereas ſpirimall Toy cates out the heart of 
worldly ſorrow: Follow that therfore with 

mes and obſerve the differences thus ; 

O death how' birter is thy remembrance to 
thoſe that live in caſe, in worldly profperity 
and carnall joy, but it is contrary: to thofe that 
live in ſpivitzmall roy, they had rather ſome of 
them have dearh than fleep when rhey are 
weaty. Let a Chriſtiantel! me (for he know- 
eth his ſtare was once as the naturall mans, 
and he laboured for joy, but found it- mad- 
neſſe) now after he is gone on in a Chnſtt- 
an conrſe ſome few yeares,. and ſeeth his pri- 
viledges, and prizeth 'Cu x28 rv before all 
things. 


thar wants Patience of the comfort of all other 
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things andallowesno wickednes in his heart, bur 
hath taken the yoakeand will-weare it for ever, 


| thentell me whar joy hath ceazed on his hearr 


when he hath Caunrsr, from hence will 
ſpring as much joy as the heart will hold and 
more : If a poore man that lived in want a 
long time, had many thouſands befalne him 
by the death of ſome great man, with whar 
joy would he imbrace it « So when a ſcor- 
ched heart with fight and ſence of finne takes 
Cunirsr and hath Heaven and Earth, and 
rakes poſſeſſion of the blefled Word and Pro- 
miſes, as farre then as Heaven ſurpaſſeth the 
Earth and both theſe that mans eſtate ; ſo this 
joy dothoutgo the other;therfore with the A- 
poſtle I bid ſuch a man rejoyce evermore, 
ſhowte for joy, &s. Saint Chry/ofome would 
have a Chriftians joy to be like the Sea, into 
which if a ſparke fall, it cannot dry up all the 
moiſture of the water, but is preſently extin: 
So ſhould the joy of a Chriſtian extinguiſh all 


 afflitions; and greatreaſor, doth not Currsr 


promiſerhat what we looſe here for him, we 
ſhall have an hundred fold 2 What ever it be, 
Gow» is All-ſufficient and can pive the com- 
fort of it to his, that we may have an hun- 
dred fold of the comfort of theſe things here, 
and happineſle hereafter : Labour than for this 
ſprritnall Toy in _— Cunr1sr, this will 
comfort inall thetroubles that befall any,though 
they be like therroubles ofthe Church beyond 
the Sea, thatmen have all things taken from 

them 


Lo —— 


inthe time of Aftlithion ;-. 


them, wives and children flaine, or men bani- 
ſhed with them our:of che Land,yet none cantake 
Crxnrsr from us, he is our portionfor cver: la- 
bour therfore for him. 1 ' - 

Is it ſothatrhe Church of Go » is in many 
troubles? the Spiritof G © o. ſees it needfull to 
give Antidotes againſt trouble for her. 

- Thenthis ſervestoitrouble thoſe that were ne- 
yer troubled, their ſtate 'is woctull,- it argues 
they be. baſtards : Let none then blefle them- 
 Telves:that they were never troubled. in mind, 
for Iſayifany man hath hor-beene troubled in 
mind for his fin, not be not hereafter troubled 
for finto. drive him from all fin, he ſhall be 
ſure roſtffereverlaſtingly for it: I pray you let 
thisſinkeinto your hearts, and whenany is trou- 
bled ſay not: O theſe be the Hypocrites that 
willgrow mad,ec. But let no ſuch word come 
fromany /but incarnate Divels. , | 
- ObjetF, 'Whys) have feverall croſſes and loſſes 
in my eſtate, weakeneſle and ſickenefle of bo- 
dy,&c. Thercfore my ſpirituall eſtate is good 
and happy *?{_. SD | 

LAnſw, There are three things obſervable in 
aMiQion; foraMlition here ment is, - | 

Firſt, Sanified AﬀMiction to cauſs ns to 
grow inthe whole body of Santification and de- 
creaſe in ſin. .' | | 

' Secondly, Tf thou'alloweſt any fin theſe af. 
flitions. be the, beginning .of Hell rorments, as 
Chriſtians ſpirituall joy argues the beginning of 
their joyes bf Heaven, __ PRI 
ITTE, E Thirdly, 


VF fe 3: 


"Thirdly, All things fall dliketo allouward- 


ly, both thegodly andtthewioked may have af 
fi tions, they worke inthe oyccontraty to the 
other, inthe onethey work brokenneffe of hearr 


and humility, in the other contrary: they are 


fore-runners of hell to the one, of Heaventothe 
other. 

objeF, Bit ] have noſuchtroubles here, ther- 
fore Jamno Chriſtian's 

<cAnſw., It may betbouart troubled that thou 
wanteſt trouble. Isnotthe fence of the want of 
troubles now 2 trouble unto thee? but if thou 
haſt none inward, thou haſt ſome ourward, arc 
thou not ſmitten withtheill rongues of the wic- 
ked 2 Though a Chriſtian 'may —_ farre 
pres mh, as not to haverl{ tongues a» 
painſt hitm, yet a Chriftian hath cauſe thenro-be 
troubled for that, and ſuſpe@ himſctfe (though 
hemay bein good eſtate) when ill tongues are 
riot 'apainſt bim; for men may have the 
goed wordofillmenabout them;becauſc ofcheir 
faults, as 

1. When they givetoo much liberty to their 
licentioufnefle. 

2, Not to reproove them when they are-cal. 
ledroir. 

2. When they are fpirituall cowards, and 
darenot ſhew themſelves for God. 

4. When they defire the:good wordof all ; 
becauſe they thinke elſe, ſuchfellowes will mile 
onthem;theſe bebafe cowards, ifnorſtarknaught: 


{ct ſuch as aretgue hearted Chriſtignsſay (as one 


ſaid) 


* Sy 
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bn the time of Affittion, | 27 
faid) what have I done that ſuch wicked men 
ſpcake well of me : Saint Moftin faid,Iwill b 
no meanes be commended by amanthat lives ill, 
it isa corrafive to my heart, I cannot abide ir. 
When a man firſt riſeth to goodneſſe, his our- 
ward virtuc like the Sunnerifing cafteth a 
ſhadow ; ſo is there muchoppoſitionto it ar the 
firſt: But when the Sunne hath come ta his 
height, then but a little ſhadow :: forthe height 
of graceand virtue may cauſclittle or no oppoli- 

tion, this may be by accident, by helpes of 
good outward parts,and faireand courteous 
carriages, not grace and goodnefle, 
for this will draw hatred 
from every wic- 


ked mav, 
»% * 
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